
Cue Card
Describe a time when you received money 
as a gift

You should say:

▪ When it was
▪ Who gave you the money
▪ Why he/she gave you the money
▪ And explain what you did with the money

Please Note: 

Our model answers teach you useful language and give you ideas. However, it is 

not a good idea to try and memorise them and repeat them in the IELTS exam.
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I was growing up = good use of the 

past continuous

I would get = good use of ‘would’ 

for repeated actions in the past

I had asked for = good use of past 

perfect for an action before another 

action in the past

tricky = difficult

suitable = appropriate; possible

to pester = to repeatedly ask 

something or for something

Obviously = clearly

not feel comfortable with = not feel 

happy about

and suchlike = and other similar 

things 

vulgar = rude; bad-mannered

When I was growing up, I used to love birthdays and special occasions such as Christmas, 

as I would get all the toys and books that I had asked for, but as you get older, you have 

everything you need so it becomes tricky for people to find suitable gifts. Because of 

this, whenever I am given a present now, it is often cash or a gift card. 

It was my birthday last month and my parents kept pestering me to tell them what I 

wanted, but as usual there was absolutely nothing that I wanted or needed. Obviously, 

close family would not feel comfortable with giving me nothing so on my birthday there 

were a few small gifts such as chocolates and suchlike, but my main present was money. 

I won’t say how much it was because it is vulgar to talk about money, isn’t it?

I was delighted to receive it because I have been saving up for my holiday and this 

money will help pay for the holiday and there will be some left over for spending money. 

I do feel bad because my parents aren’t particularly well off, but I know that if I refused 

the money they would be hurt and offended so I gratefully accepted it. 

I feel that when someone gives you money as a present, it is important to buy 

something special or do something with it such as go on holiday rather than wasting it 

on things such as online gaming. My brother does this and it infuriates me because it is 

my parents’ hard-earned money and he just squanders it on Fortnite. 
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delighted = very happy

left over = left; remaining

particularly = very

well off = rich

to refuse = to say no

offended = unhappy and annoyed

gratefully = showing lots of 

appreciation and thanks

to infuriate = to make someone 

very angry

hard-earned money = they worked 

hard to get it

to squander something on 

something = to waste money

When I was growing up, I used to love birthdays and special occasions such as Christmas, 

as I would get all the toys and books that I had asked for, but as you get older, you have 

everything you need so it becomes tricky for people to find suitable gifts. Because of 

this, whenever I am given a present now, it is often cash or a gift card. 

It was my birthday last month and my parents kept pestering me to tell them what I 

wanted, but as usual there was absolutely nothing that I wanted or needed. Obviously, 

close family would not feel comfortable with giving me nothing so on my birthday there 

were a few small gifts such as chocolates and suchlike, but my main present was money. 

I won’t say how much it was because it is vulgar to talk about money, isn’t it?

I was delighted to receive it because I have been saving up for my holiday and this 

money will help pay for the holiday and there will be some left over for spending money. 

I do feel bad because my parents aren’t particularly well off, but I know that if I refused 

the money they would be hurt and offended so I gratefully accepted it. 

I feel that when someone gives you money as a present, it is important to buy 

something special or do something with it such as go on holiday rather than wasting it 

on things such as online gaming. My brother does this and it infuriates me because it is 

my parents’ hard-earned money and he just squanders it on Fortnite. 


